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A webinaronthetopic“IndianRenaissanceasseenbySri
Aurobindo” was organized by the Heritage Society of
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AryabhattaCollege,UniversityofDelhiunderAzadikaAmrut
Mahotsavon8th February2022.Thespeakerofthesession
ProfessorRakesh Chandra,Dean Academics,Head ofthe
DepartmentofPhilosophy,UniversityofLucknow gracedthe
webinarwithhispresenceandenlightenedtheparticipantswith
hiswarm personalityandmasteryuponthetopic.Thewebinar
was convened successfully by ConvenerDr.RashmiRai,
PrincipalDr.ManojSinhaandAasthaMadhav,student3rdyear.

The webinarwas held on Google Meetplatform and was
attended bymany,including professorsand studentsfrom
differentdepartments.

ProfessorRakeshChandrabeganthesessionbytracingback
thehistoryofRenaissancethatstartedoffwiththemodern
periodi.e.,sincetheBritishdominationinIndia.Hefurther
highlightedSriAurobindoaswellashiscontributionsasbeing
oneofthekeysourcesforsuchastrongfeltRenaissance
acrossthenation.Consequently,inlightofthisProf.Chandra
highlighted SriAurobindo's philosophy thatlaid the core
foundationinourhistorywhichwasrootedinVedanta,buthas
adistincttilt,auniqueemphasis,andasignificantextension.
Vedantaisaspiritualphilosophy,thethreepillarsofwhichare
theUpanishads,theGita,andtheBrahm Sutras.Akeyfeature
ofVedantaisthatthecreationofthematerialuniversewasthe
result of a non-material Supreme Consciousness itself
becomingtheuniverse.Inotherwords,theCreatordidnot
createthecreation;Itbecamethecreation.Thus,throughthe
processofcreation,theCreatorbecamevisibleinamaterial
form,ormanifesteditself.HenceallcreationistheCreator
(called God orthe Divine)itselfin a materialform.As a
corollary,itfollowsthattheDivineispresentineverybitofthe
creation.Forexample,ifachildtakesasquarepieceofpaper,
foldsit,and makesaboatoutofit,wedo notneed any
evidencetoprovethatthepaperispresentineverybitofthe
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boat.Sincetheboatisnothingbutthepaperinanotherform,
thepaperhasanall-pervasivepresencethroughouttheboat.
Similarly,theuniverseisnothingbuttheDivineinanotherform.
Therefore,theDivinehasanall-pervasivepresencethroughout
theuniverse.TheuniversalpresenceoftheDivineiswhatis
calledtheSpirit,andthepresenceoftheDivineinanindividual
iswhatiscalledtheSoul.

Prof.Chandraalsodistinguishedthreephasesofrenaissance
whichwasprescribedinthesecondessaybySriAurobindo.
Further distinguishing between Indian and European
Renaissance,externalinfluenceonIndianculture,spirituality,
artificialconsciousness,technology,humanconsciousnessand
psychologyaccompaniedwiththeemergenceofneuroscience
and problem solving sustaining theIndianidentity.Healso
furtherconnected the view ofAurobindo by the following
phrases:-

“SpiritualityisthemasterkeyoftheIndianmind.Thesenseof
infinityisnativeofit.”

“AspiritualaspirationwasthegoverningforceofIndian
culture”

Inessence,Aurobindo’sphilosophysaysthattheriseofIndiais
necessaryforfutureofhumanityitself. Thethirdandmost
difficulttaskfortheIndian renaissancehasbeen thenew
creationthatwillcomefrom auniquefusionofancientIndian
spiritualityandmodernity.Thisfusionwillbeinstrumentalin
spiritualizingtheworldandinbringingaboutwhatmanyhave
calledaglobaltransformation. Inourpresenttimesofthe
clashofcivilizations,suchanideamayseem utopian,butthe
verysurvivaloftheplanetdependsonahopeandbeliefthat



4

somethingofthissortisonlypossiblebutinevitable.

Andonthisnote,withthevoteofthanksgivenbyAasthathe
eventwasconcludedandwasindeedagreatsuccess.
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